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Our commitment to that organization has been a continuing element
of our foreign policy since the U.N. was founded, in 1945. Dis-
tinguished Americans of both parties represented our country in the
framing of its Charter. Democrats and Republicans alike continued
to represent our country in the councils of the United Nations. To-
gether they have contributed to its objectives—the peaceful settlement
of disputes, economic and social progress, the control of nuclear
armaments, the growth of international law, and the protection of
human rights.

The cause of human rights is receiving special notice in the United
Nations this year, for it was 20 years ago that the General Assembly
adoEted a landmark document, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. To mark that anniversary, 1968 has been designated as
International Human Rights Year.

As we take stock of the work of the United Nations, let us not
be beguiled either by easy optimism or by blind pessimism. Let us look
squarely at both its successes and its disappointments. Above all, we
must not forget that the cause of peace and progress, in this age of
mingled hope and danger, requires nations to reject aggression in
favor of conciliation and cooperation—of which the United Nations
offers the greatest common instrument. Not by arms, but by giving
life and practice to the principles of peace, will men find the peace
and security in which freedom can flourish.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, do herebg Iproclaim Thursday, Oc-
tober 24, 1968, as United Nations Day, and I urge the citizens of this
Nation to observe that day by means of such community programs as
will contribute to a realistic understanding of the aims, problems, and
achievements of the United Nations and its associated organizations.

I also call upon officials of the Federal and State Governments
and upon local officials to encourage citizen groups and agencies of
communication—press, radio, television, and motion pictures—to en-
gage in special and appropriate observance of United Nations Day
this year in cooperation with the United Nations Association of the
United States of America and other interested organizations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
eleventh day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the one hundred and ninety-third.
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RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANT PART WHICH HARRY 5. TRUMAN
PLAYED IN THE CREATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

By Proclamation No. 3878, I proclaimed October 24, 1968, as United
Nations Day, and urged the citizens of this Nation to observe that day
by appropriate community programs.
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It is especially fitting that, on United Nations Day, Americans
should recall the significant part which President Harry S. Truman
played in the creation of the United Nations, and the continued sup-
port which he gave to that Organization during his term of office.

Some of Harry S. Truman’s first decisions when he became President
on the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt concerned the United Nations
Conference in San Francisco. From the day the Conference met on
April 25, 1945, to draft the United Nations Charter, until it concluded
two months later, President Truman gave close direction to the work
of our delegation and climaxed the proceedings with an historic
address at the closing session of the Conference.

President Truman knew that an effective world organization was
needed to prevent a repetition of the devastation wrought by two
World Wars. Under his direction, the United States proposed that the
development of nuclear energy take place under United Nations con-
trol. Through the Point Four Program and in other ways, he projected
the United Nations into the field of economic and social development.
His concern for human rights led him to appoint Eleanor Roosevelt
as the United States spokesman on human rights. Mrs. Roosevelt
helped draft the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, whose 20th
anniversary we celebrate this year.

President Truman never flinched in the exercise of United States
responsibility in and through the United Nations. Had he not
resolutely supported United Nations opposition to the attack on the
Republic of Korea in 1950, other aggressive adventures would have
been encouraged, and the United Nations would be a far less effective
body. He was alert to every possibility for using the United Nations on
behalf of peace and justice—whether in Iran, Greece, the Middle East,
Kashmir, or elsewhere.

The United States and the world owe much to President Truman’s
interest in the United Nations. It is right that the Congress should
have, by a joint resolution approved October 11th authorized and
requested that I issue a proclamation recognizing this fact on October
24—United Nations Day. It ismy great pleasure to do so.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, do hereby urge the citizens of this
Nation i their observances of United Nations Day 1968 to give special
recognition to the significant part which Harry S. Truman played in
the creation of the United Nations and to recall those qualities of
character, responsibility and leadership which caused him to support
the United Nations in its efforts to keep the peace, and to promote the
rule of law and the prevalence of social justice among all men.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
eleventh day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
Sixt.yaeiight, and of the Independence of the United States of America

the one hundred and ninety-third.
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